A WORLD OF FISH



Selection

Anemones and Corals are saltwater invertebrates as are Feather Dusters, Nudibranches, Urchins, Polyps and Clams.  These creatures are very colorful and appealing but are also very sensitive to water conditions and can be expensive.  Knowledge about reef aquarium maintenance is most important for providing proper care to the saltwater invertebrates.

Nitrate Removal

The reef aquarium environment is not the same as a fish-only aquarium.  The reef creatures will not tolerate nitrate in the water.  Removal of nitrates is accomplished by a bacterium, which lives in a non-oxygen environment or by a type of filter known as a “protein-skimmer”(see Care Sheet).  Nitrate eating bacteria can be found in “live rock” or “live sand” which are both available in the store.

Reef Lighting

Many invertebrates capture algae and eat the sugars the algae produce when they are exposed to very high intensity lighting.  Reef, or invertebrate aquariums must have special lighting fixtures with high-output lights.  Compact or high-output fluorescent lights are effective but metal-halide lights are best and the only choice for deeper aquariums.

Feeding

Many invertebrates are filter feeders, capturing small particles (phytoplankton) out of the water.  Liquid food containing various sizes of phytoplankton and other nutrients are available in the store.  Provide an adequate level of food and nutrients for these creatures based on their individual requirements.

Some of the invertebrates, such as the sea anemones, are carnivores and should be fed appropriate amounts of meat and vegetables.  They produce significant waste, which must be managed in the aquarium.

Trace Elements

Corals have very high requirements for calcium and magnesium, as well as trace amounts of iodine and strontium.  Liquid minerals are available in the store as well as test kits for monitoring their levels.

Acclimation

Extra care is required when moving invertebrates.  Acclimation to the new aquarium is difficult for them and a very slow process is required.  We recommend a “drip” process where new water is dripped into the bag or bucket allowing the creature to adapt to the new conditions over a few hours.

Please assure that your aquarium provides an ideal environment for these wonderful creatures and they will reward you with spectacular displays.
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