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Fish Selection

Barbs come from still or slow-moving waters especially in Asia and Africa.  They include many beautiful fish in the identified species and many of them have wonderful tank manners.  The group includes the active, tiny Cherry Barb (less then 2 inches) and the huge Tinfoil Barb (over 12 inches).

Match Fish Selection To Aquarium Size

Only the Cherry Barb should be kept in a 10-gallon aquarium.  Plan on at least a 30-gallon for a small school of spectacular Tiger, Odessa, Black Ruby, Long-Finned Rosy, Gold or Checkered Barbs.  Plan on a 100-gallon tank for a small group of the red or gold fin Tinfoil barbs.

Behavior

All the barbs seem to prefer schools of the same type of fish and some are willing to focus their high level of energy on the other barbs in the community aquarium.  Consider selecting the other members of the aquarium from the larger Danios, Rainbow Fish, Gouramis or smaller Cichlid groups to reduce conflicts.

Aquarium Set-up

Surround an open space with thick plant growth in their aquarium.  Maintain a mid-seventies temperature with a good quality heater.  Provide clear water with good filtration.  

Feeding

Provide small pellet food or a balanced flake food once a day.  Supplement with frozen or freeze-dried meat at least twice a week.

Consultation

Appropriate food, equipment, books and advice are available at A World of Fish; please ask one of our associates for assistance.
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