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Selection

Loaches are very entertaining, colorful and useful scavengers.  Juvenile species are available as: (1) of one to two inches, torpedo shaped in fun orange, black and blue colorations such as the Blue Passion, Clown, Skunk, Yo-Yo, Queen, Horse-Faced, Weather and Striated Loaches and (2) of 3 to 4 inches, eel/snake shape in black, brown, gold or orange banded Kuhli Loaches.


Botia Loach Behavior

Adult Botias and torpedo-shaped loaches grow to 3 or 4 inches in a year and do best in a group of three or more fishes where their chasing can be focused on each other.  Provide hiding places such as logs and caves; allow at least 15 gallons per adult fish.  They fend for themselves and are opportunistic; do not trust them with very small tank-mates.  Adults will do well with large cichlids.  Many loaches eat pond snails and will rid an aquarium of these pests.  They prefer sinking pellet food supplemented, occasionally, with frozen bloodworms.


Kuhli Loach Behavior

Adult Kuhli Loaches grow to 5 or 6 inches and root in the gravel or sand loosing it and preventing compaction.  They can be kept alone or in groups but are difficult to find when kept singly.  They do best with small non-aggressive tank-mates in 10 gallon or larger aquariums.

Water Conditions

Avoid temperature changes and provide good circulation in their aquariums.  Botias and Loaches prefer a mid to high 70’s temperature, good water quality and neutral pH.  They are scaleless and should be added only to established tanks.  As with all fish, they will generally become sick if exposed to rapid or major water condition changes. Enjoy their almost constant activity.
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