A WORLD OF FISH



Behavior
Saltwater Crustaceans include some of the most interesting and useful aquarium creatures.  While some enjoy eating algae, others like eating aquatic pests and others will eat their tank mates.  They come in both camouflaged and brightly colored shells that provide an armored protection against most of the predators in a reef aquarium (although triggers, puffers and starfish can still be a problem for them).  These creatures molt their shells frequently and are very vulnerable while their new shell hardens.  Please provide hiding places.

Crabs
Small blue-legged hermit crabs are reef-safe algae eaters and are good additions to all reef aquariums.  They will eat prepared food that reach the bottom but spend most of their time on live-rock.  Emerald crabs are regarded as reef-safe and are algae eaters.  Archer crabs love to eat bristle worms.  Most other crabs are not reef-safe, as they will eat fish or coral polyps but come in a wide range of colors and shapes.

Lobsters
Many lobsters are scavengers and will eat tank mates.  A few have developed beneficial relationships.

Shrimp
Many shrimp can be beneficial in an aquarium.  The cleaner shrimp sets-up a cleaning station on top of a rock and waves his antenna while he waits for customers. He picks parasites off fish and rocks and will eat prepared food.  

Pistol-shrimp love to dig under rocks and create caves they share with Watchmen gobies.  Peppermint shrimp love to eat parasitic sea anemones (Aiptasia).  Coral-banded shrimp will often eat bristle worms and are beautiful but may dine on coral polyps.  Fire shrimp are beautiful but are not regarded as reef-safe.

Make a Plan

Do some research and discuss the crustaceans with an associate at A World of Fish to assure you select the best candidate for your aquarium.
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