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Discus

Spectacular!  The king of the freshwater tropical fish demands an equally grand setting for his display.  They are most comfortable in a group; each adult requires about 30 gallons of water.  They like to weave through tall closely spaced plantings.  They are cichlids originally from the Amazon region of South America, and typically reach sizes of 5 or 6 inches in diameter.  Many colors are now available from breeders

Behavior

Hobbyists will find some of the requirements and behaviors of discus to be stressful.  Understanding the behavior patterns of discus will often open new insights into the problems and insure their survival.  Hobbyists have found that discus do much better in a relatively quiet area with little traffic around their aquarium.  They are sensitive to bacterial and parasitic infections and will require weekly water changes of 25% to maintain adequate water quality.  Plantings need to be thick enough to provide dark areas in the aquarium where the fish can hide when they feel threatened.  Tall plants (artificial or real) seem to provide a comfortable environment.

Water Conditions

Discus are healthier in slightly acid warmer water, we recommend 6.5 pH and 79 to 84 ° F for most discus varieties.  Heckel discuses do best at 85 to 90 ° F.  Lower temperatures can result in sick fish or hunger strikes.  Raising the temperature a few degrees (no more then 2 degrees a day) can break a hunger strike and is also beneficial in treating parasitic infections.  When using medication, follow dosage instructions carefully and remember that antibiotics can weaken the natural defenses of fish.

Feeding

Provide high quality foods to your discus.  We recommend a mix of pellets and frozen food.  Sera and Dainichi make excellent pellets and frozen treats like brine shrimp are fun to feed.  Oddly enough discus seem to benefit from fasting once a week.  The fast seems to be followed by enthusiastic eating and eliminates the problem with bloat.

Please discus your plans with an experienced aquarist or one of the associates at a World of Fish. 
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A World of Fish

1516 East 66th Street, Richfield, Minnesota 55423

(612) 866-2026 or (612) 866-1905

Visit our website www.worldoffish.com

