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Match the Fish to the Aquarium

Most of the Pleco’s are from South American.  The ‘common’ Plecostomus and the high-fin Gibbisept grow rapidly to over 12 inches and, as an adult, are suitable only for the largest aquariums or ponds.  Unless breeding, only one of these fish is usually kept in an aquarium.  

Several of the Pleco’s, which grow to about eight inches, are available in the store: the Gold Spot, Gold Seam, Gold Nugget, Bristlenose, King Tiger, Farlowella, Whiptail, Bushynose, Royal, etc. and are suitable for aquariums of 50 gallons or more.  

Several smaller algae-eaters, of three or four inches such as the Temminicki, Clown or Albinus are good choices for aquariums of 20 gallons or more. 

Only Otocinclus or juvenile Pleco’s should be kept in 10-gallon aquariums.
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Water Conditions

These fish prefer soft, fast flowing mid 70’s water, with a stable pH, plenty of plant cover, wood logs and rocky hiding places.  

Feeding

Most Pleco’s eat vegetable matter and wood at night; please supplement their diet with at least one sinking algae tablet in the evening whenever thick algae patches are not visible on the surfaces inside the aquarium.

Behavior

Pleco’s are not generally aggressive as long as they are well fed and the armored adults can easily hold their own even in a large cichlid tank.  As with all fish, they will generally become sick if exposed to rapid or major water condition changes.
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