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Fish Selection
Most tangs and surgeonfish are touchy when it comes to water quality and diet, making them better suited for experienced aquarists than for beginners.  After you have made the investment in a protein skimmer and a very large aquarium and put in a year’s experience at successfully maintaining a saltwater eco system, please consider this beautiful family.  The store carries all the standards and a few exotics that should catch your eye from the regal blue tang, the naso tang, sail fin, powder blue, purple, chevron, black and yellow tangs.

Compatibility
In a large aquarium with at least 10 gallons of salt water per inch of fish you will find tangs to be compatible with most other species.  Yellow tangs reach about 8” while most of the rest reach 12 to 18”.  Although tangs are territorial, different varieties can often be kept together.  In very large tanks a school of yellow tangs may be possible.

Feeding
Tangs must have spiralina or red marine algae throughout the day.  Tangs cannot digest terrestrial greens properly and will often die if fed too much meat although they eat anything offered.  Most marine creatures will benefit from algae and will accept it if offered every day.

Water Quality
Tangs will not tolerate organic waste in the water.  Monitor water chemistry weekly and adjust when necessary. Perform a 20% water change once a month.

Environment
Provide plenty of rockwork; live rock with some corals is very desirable.  Provide lots of water movement and oxygenate the water with power heads.
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