A WORLD OF FISH



Fish Selection

There are about thirty species of this quiet community fish in the store; most of these are about an inch in their juvenile stage, reaching less then 2 inches as adults.  The small community fish (Characin) should be kept in schools of 3 or more, and do very well in small aquariums of 2 to 5 gallons.  Large schools of 15 to 20 fish can be displayed in 40 to 60 gallon aquariums.  

Odd Tetras

Oddly enough, the Piranha and Silver Dollars are also members of this group (Characidae) and the group is related to carp and catfish.   Ask an associate at the store about caring for these larger fish.

Water Quality

Tetras are one of the most demanding fish in terms of high quality water and will quickly perish in higher levels of ammonia or nitrite.  Do not expose them to extremes in temperature, hardness or pH; provide them with neutral conditions with plenty of water movement and they will reward you with their fascinating behavior.

Feeding

Most Tetras are found in shallow tropical streams in South America or Africa and include some of the most colorful fish in fresh or salt water.  Feed them a high quality community pellet or flake food once or twice a day.  Supplement this diet with freeze-dried or frozen shrimp or worms twice a week.  

Compatibility

Most Rasboras, Danios, Rainbow Fish, Dwarf Gouramis, Cory’s and Pleco’s make good tank-mates for the small Tetras.

Provide Plant Cover

Provide lots of plant cover at the back of the aquarium with a large open area at the front.  Consider adding driftwood to maintain soft water conditions.
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