A WORLD OF FISH



SELECTION
Clams have a colorful mantle when they open their shells (bivalves) that quickly catch the eye and make them an attraction in the reef aquarium.  Most of the beautiful clams are Tridacna species and are raised for the USA, EU or Japan markets.  Adult clams range from 6 inches to 48 inches depending on which species.  Six species of Tridacna clams are identified: Crocea, Maxima, Derasa, Squamosa, Giga and Hippopus.  

LIGHTING
Clams provide a safe home for algae. The algae, under intense tropical lighting, provide the clam with all the sugar it needs.  Display of the mantle is a sign of good heath.

BUILDING THE SHELL
The clamshell is made up of Calcium Carbonate.  The clam is only vulnerable to predation when they are small.  Growth to adult size is very rapid and consumes great amounts of vitamins and minerals from the water.  Minerals are drawn in through a hole in the mantle and filtered through a gill like structure.  Their normal food is fish waste, both solid material and nitrogen.

BEHAVIOR
The outer edge of the mantle is covered with eye like structures that distinguish light, color and motion.  Younger clams respond to motion by withdrawing their mantle.  Smaller clams can bury themselves in rock, leaving only the mantle exposed or attach themselves to rocks with fibrous tentacles from their byssal organ.  The back of the shell is heavily weighted and opening the shell normally is used to right themselves.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Our associates at A World of Fish are all hobbyists and will gladly answer your questions or guide you to a good source for more information.  
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