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Starting out in the aquarium hobby can be exciting.  We recommend that you understand what is going on in an aquarium and take some extra care (and have some patience) at the beginning to assure that your new pets live long and prosper.  

This Care Sheet cannot answer all the questions; please discuss your plans with any of our associates at A World of Fish, look into a good starter book and look up tropical fish on the web.

To help you get started, we have made up a list of essential decisions.  Consider writing your choices down as you plan.

Aquarium Size 
Select an aquarium that is appropriate for your room or for the space available.  Larger aquariums are easier to maintain and can display larger species or larger schools of tropical fish.  Deeper aquariums allow for more decoration and swimming area. Higher aquariums allow more space for large fish and/or taller plants.  Consider more then one aquarium if you are interested in non-compatible species, breeding or quarantine.

Aquarium Stands
With some care, very small aquariums can be placed on tables or shelves that will provide support.  Larger aquariums need extra protection against uneven stress.  All manufacturers provide stable and attractive stands.  Look for one that matches your furniture.

Aquarium Location

An appropriate location for the aquarium will avoid air-conditioning/heating vents and direct sunlight through the sides of the aquarium.  Several electrical outlets are normally required and they should have some protection from moisture.  Splashed water is always a problem.   Aquariums should be accessible, level and stress-free.  Consider installation by a contractor if you have any doubts.

Aquarium Covers & Lighting

Aquariums can be covered to reduce evaporation, to keep animals and dust out of the water and to prevent inhabitants from jumping out.  Some covers provide additional storage space; all covers should provide easy access to the water, filter and lighting.   Aquarium lighting should be selected to best show off the fish colors or to enhance live plant growth.  Lighting duration should be limited for most aquariums to prevent excess algae growth and stress on the fish.

Aquarium Filtration

The appropriate filtration for an aquarium is related to the amount of fish in the aquarium.  Fish prefer high quality water with lots of oxygen.  Bare bottom aquariums, used for breeding or quarantine, often use sponge and box filters.  Display aquariums which show off fish with a few plants, generally should use under-gravel plates with power heads (water pumps) or air pumps.  Hang-on filters, like the Marineland Emperor, can provide extra filtration capacity or can substitute for under-gravel plates.  Canister filters, like the Hot Magnum or the Cascade, provide excellent mechanical filtration or biological filtration and are well suited to heavily planted aquariums.  Trickle filtration, used in sumps, provides the highest quality filtration with the lowest maintenance.  Specific filter media is available, at A World of Fish, to remove most undesirable chemicals from an aquarium such as Ammonia, heavy metals, Nitrate & Phosphate.  Biological Filters (such as bio-wheels, bio-balls or bio-media) provide places for the bacteria to grow.  The bacteria breakdown the fish waste into less toxic material. Bio-spira is the packaged form of live bacteria and can be added to the aquarium with the fish to jump-start bacteria breakdown.  

Heating and Cooling for Aquariums

Tropical fish do not like changes in temperature and often will contract ich (a small white parasite) when the temperature is reduced suddenly.  Aquarium heaters are used to prevent temperature reduction but cannot prevent overheating.  Water coolers are available for aquariums when required.  Native fish and gold fish like their water cool (about 60/70 degrees) and do best outdoors or in a very cool room.  Our homes and offices are not normally warm enough (about 76 degrees) for tropical fish and so a good quality heater is recommended. When day/night temperatures vary significantly, do not use a heater that follows the room temperature.  

Please place a thermometer in every aquarium and check it regularly (daily).

Gravel & Decorations

Aquascaping with gravel, decorations and backgrounds is fun.  Look around the store for many examples, discuss your options with an associate and make selections from our extensive stock.  We provide discounts for decorations and gravels when you purchase your aquarium from us.

Set-Up a Freshwater Aquarium

Handle a glass aquarium with great care, as a small bump can be catastrophic.  Place the stand in the room and adjust for flatness and level.  If a sump is planned, install it in the stand now.  Clean the aquarium before placing it on the stand.  Check for damage and test for leaks before moving ahead (see your aquarium warranty).  When you are confident of the aquarium integrity, rinse the gravel with tap water.  Add an undergravel plate and the wet gravel to the aquarium.  Aquascape the gravel.  Purchase or prepare the aquarium water with tap-water detoxifier.  Pour the water into a glass bowl, set on the gravel, to avoid disturbing any dust in the gravel.  Install pumps, heater and decorations.  Test temperature and pumps over the next day.  

Starter Fish

Discuss your interests in fish with an associate.  Only a few fish (see the Danio Care Sheet) are recommended for starting a freshwater aquarium because of the difficulties for them during the Nitrogen Cycling of the water.  Test or have A World of Fish test a half-cup of your water for pH, ammonia and nitrite weekly during start-up.  When the aquarium has cycled (see Nitrogen Cycle Care Sheet), more sensitive fish and plants may be added. 

Food

Restrict feeding during start-up to avoid excessive levels of waste.  Select foods appropriate for the creatures/plants you select (see Feeding Care Sheet).

Enjoy your aquarium
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